Mining has always been a big industry in the state. 
One of the many towns that boomed in early history 
was Silver Reef, in the southwestern corner of Utah. 
Today it is a ghost town. Typical mine lift shown at 
the left. Ore from here carried fabulous silver values. 


Mules went 
with mining 
the way ham 
goes with 
eggs. They 
were un. in 
every phase 
of the mining 
process, 


First run of 
iron was made 
in 1852 near 
Cedar City. 
First silver. 
lead smelter 
operated in 
1856 at Stock. 
to 


miner, sl 
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Struck ít Rich” 


N the early days of Utah 

mining, every prospector 

was a potential millionaire. 
A burfo or a pack mule and a 
grubstake were enough to in- 
spire this hope. To the can- 
yons, into the hills and the 
mountain sides the lure of 
great riches led one-man ex- 
ploration trips. Disappoint- 
ment was fleeting, hope ever- 
lasting! Great mineral veins 
or deposits, always, were no 
more than a few feet away 
from the prospector. Some- 
times, often, in fact, exhaus- 
tion of supplies forced him 
back to town for another 


Biggest strikes 
and most fa- 
mous mines 
were at Park 
City. For 
many years 
this was the 
leading min- 
ing camp. 
Work goes on 
at Park City, 
but thrill of 
prosperity 
is gone. 


Most famous, roughest, toughest mining town in the 
early days was Alta. This sketch, made in 1870 by a 

Loss a peaceful town. The Emma mine: in 
Little ‘Cottonwood canyon was found in 1868. Today 
Alta holds prominence as the ski center of the west. 


grubstake, but hope was un- 
daunted. The interruption 
only led back to the trail. 
No spot was too barren, 
too isolated to escape the 
prospector’s scrutiny. Fabu- 
lous experiences followed in 
the wake of the prospector. 
Mining camps sprang up in 
all parts of the state. Silver 
Reef, Alta, Bingham, Park 
City, Eureka and Tintic, Mer- 
cur and many other old camp 
names became synonymous 
with riches. Promoters and 
capital pursued discoveries as 
night does.day. National and 
international attention turned 
to the lure of wealth in Utah. 
Meanwhile, mining became 
a regular source of employ- 
ment in Utah. Single men fre- 
quently lived on the job. 
Mines operated boarding 
houses. Family men lived in 
town, walked or rode to their 


tain Si 


work. Old fashioned tin lunch 
bucket, with cup attached, 
became an emblem. Cousin 


to the American palate. Min- 
ing camps became a melting 
pot for peoples of all lands. 

Crude mills and smelters 
mushroomed up in the val- 
ley, flourished or died, accord- 
ing to the merit of their proc- 
esses. Others followed in their 
wake. Mining camps took on 
a semblance of law and or- 
der, became the citadel of 
hope, and the homes of peo- 
ple. Rugged labor and trans- 
portation wrested and re- 
fined the riches from the hills 
and the mines. Mining grew 
up, became a scientific and 
calculated operation. 

In the meantime, out of the” |} 
hills and mountains of Utah 
have come $3,000,000,000 worth 
of minerals since the early '60s, 


Seed Company 


Mercur, where ore was discovered in 1870, was heav- 
iest gold producer in Utah. Peak of production came 
from 1900 to 1912. Now just a shadow of yesterday. 


One of the earliest mining towns was Eureka, which 
was settled in the late 1860s. This view was taken from 
the Gemini mine. Great fortunes were made here. 


This modern, well equipped se 

cleaning plant is becoming of 

idly increasing importance to 
Agriculture.. $ 


